
GRE Vocabulary Words - Grouped by Meaning

Total Words: 1110 | Total Groups: 47
Words grouped by synonymous meanings and related definitions

Group 1: Praise, Approval & Acclaim 25

Words expressing praise, approval, admiration, or positive recognition

acclaim approbation champion cherish commend extol laudable lionize tout venerate gratify relish

heed esteem felicitous estimable meritorious exemplary benevolent magnanimous altruistic beneficent

munificent largesse boon

Group 2: Criticize, Condemn & Scold 32

Words expressing criticism, condemnation, scolding, or negative judgment

admonish berate castigate censure chastise decry denounce deride disdain excoriate lambaste

reproach scorn upbraid vilify defame malign slander calumny aspersion deprecate disparage belittle

denigrate pejorative contempt scathing caustic mordant tirade harangue objurgation

Group 3: Calm, Peaceful & Soothe 23

Words describing calmness, peace, or actions that calm and soothe

appease assuage alleviate ameliorate mitigate placate mollify pacify tranquil serene placid quiescent

repose torpor lull subside abate wane ebb temper moderate conciliatory sanguine

Group 4: Arrogant, Proud & Haughty 18

Words describing excessive pride, arrogance, or superiority

haughty imperious arrogant presumptuous pomposity pretentious ostentatious bombastic grandiose

supercilious condescending patronize disdainful sanctimonious self-important vainglorious narcissism egotistical

Group 5: Stubborn, Inflexible & Unyielding 22

Words describing stubbornness, inflexibility, or unwillingness to change

intransigent obstinate obdurate pertinacious dogged tenacious resolute steadfast stalwart immutable

inexorable inflexible rigid adamant unyielding implacable recalcitrant refractory obstreperous headstrong

willful hidebound



Group 6: Deceptive, Dishonest & False 26

Words describing deception, dishonesty, or falseness

duplicitous disingenuous dissemble feign fabricate prevaricate equivocate mendacity perfidy treachery

betray bogus spurious specious fallacious counterfeit sham phony artifice chicanery skullduggery

malfeasance guile cunning surreptitious furtive

Group 7: Brief, Short & Temporary 17

Words describing brevity, shortness, or temporary nature

ephemeral evanescent transient transitory fleeting momentary temporary brief cursory perfunctory

superficial terse laconic pithy succinct brevity concise

Group 8: Eager, Enthusiastic & Zealous 19

Words expressing eagerness, enthusiasm, or passionate devotion

alacrity ardent fervent fervid zealous avid keen arduous sedulous assiduous diligent industrious

indefatigable tireless fervor passion ebullient exuberant buoyant

Group 9: Obscure, Unclear & Confusing 24

Words describing things that are unclear, hidden, or difficult to understand

abstruse arcane esoteric recondite enigmatic cryptic inscrutable opaque obscure abstruse convoluted

labyrinthine byzantine perplexing mystifying baffling bewildering confounding obfuscate befuddled

disconcerting perplexed nonplussed flummoxed

Group 10: Hostile, Aggressive & Unfriendly 21

Words expressing hostility, aggression, or unfriendliness

antagonize belligerent pugnacious truculent contentious combative militant inimical antipathy animosity

animus enmity acrimonious rancorous virulent venomous malevolent malicious spiteful vindictive ire

Group 11: Talkative, Wordy & Verbose 16

Words describing excessive talkativeness or wordiness

garrulous loquacious verbose voluble vociferous prolix diffuse rambling discursive circuitous redundant

repetitive tautological pleonastic bombastic grandiloquent



Group 12: Lazy, Inactive & Sluggish 14

Words describing laziness, inactivity, or lack of energy

indolent lethargic sluggish languid listless somnolent soporific torpid dormant stagnant inert supine

slothful idle

Group 13: Small, Tiny & Insignificant 18

Words describing smallness, insignificance, or triviality

diminutive minute minuscule infinitesimal negligible trivial trifling paltry scant meager sparse paucity

dearth scarcity inadequate slight marginal peripheral

Group 14: Skillful, Clever & Competent 22

Words describing skill, cleverness, or competence

adept adroit deft dexterous proficient skillful astute shrewd canny sagacious perspicacious discerning

acute keen sharp incisive penetrating insightful perceptive judicious prudent sensible

Group 15: Support, Strengthen & Reinforce 20

Words describing support, strengthening, or reinforcement

bolster buttress reinforce fortify corroborate substantiate validate confirm endorse sanction advocate

champion promote foster nurture cultivate enhance augment amplify galvanize

Group 16: Excessive, Abundant & Overflowing 19

Words describing excess, abundance, or overflowing amounts

abound copious profuse abundant plentiful prolific proliferate burgeon flourish surfeit superfluous

redundant excessive extravagant lavish prodigal profligate spendthrift squander

Group 17: Angry, Irritable & Bad-tempered 16

Words describing anger, irritability, or bad temper

irascible choleric cantankerous curmudgeon petulant peevish querulous fractious irritable testy churlish

surly morose sullen glum vexation

Group 18: Careful, Cautious & Prudent 17

Words describing carefulness, caution, or prudence



circumspect cautious wary chary prudent discreet judicious scrupulous meticulous painstaking fastidious

punctilious finicky particular discriminating selective vigilant

Group 19: Reject, Refuse & Abandon 21

Words describing rejection, refusal, or abandonment

abjure repudiate renounce recant retract disavow disclaim eschew abstain forbear refrain desist

relinquish abandon forsake jettison discard reject spurn rebuff gainsay

Group 20: Flexible, Adaptable & Yielding 15

Words describing flexibility, adaptability, or willingness to yield

malleable pliable pliant tractable amenable compliant docile submissive yielding accommodating adaptable

versatile flexible supple elastic

Group 21: Old, Ancient & Outdated 13

Words describing age, antiquity, or being outdated

archaic anachronistic antiquated obsolete outmoded vestigial ancient antediluvian bygone erstwhile former

onetime temporal

Group 22: Secret, Hidden & Concealed 17

Words describing secrecy, concealment, or hidden nature

clandestine covert surreptitious furtive stealthy cloak veil shroud mask camouflage disguise occlude

eclipse conceal sequester seclude abscond

Group 23: Naive, Innocent & Simple 16

Words describing naivety, innocence, or simplicity

naive ingenuous artless guileless innocent unsophisticated credulous gullible trusting simple candid

frank straightforward unadorned plain unpretentious

Group 24: Greedy, Selfish & Acquisitive 15

Words describing greed, selfishness, or excessive desire for possessions

avaricious covet acquisitive rapacious voracious insatiable mercenary venal opportunistic exploitative

grasping greedy selfish miserly parsimonious



Group 25: Bold, Daring & Fearless 18

Words describing boldness, courage, or fearlessness

audacious brazen intrepid fearless dauntless undaunted valiant valorous courageous brave heroic

gallant daring adventurous venturesome bold plucky temerity

Group 26: Hesitant, Uncertain & Doubtful 19

Words describing hesitation, uncertainty, or doubt

vacillate waver hesitate equivocate prevaricate ambivalent irresolute indecisive tentative dubious skeptical

incredulous suspicious doubtful uncertain unsure qualm misgiving apprehension

Group 27: Happy, Joyful & Cheerful 17

Words describing happiness, joy, or cheerfulness

elated euphoric exhilarating jocund jovial buoyant ebullient exuberant vivacious spirited animated lively

blithe cheerful merry gleeful jubilant

Group 28: Sad, Gloomy & Melancholy 16

Words describing sadness, gloom, or melancholy

lugubrious doleful mournful plaintive melancholy somber morose sullen glum dejected despondent

crestfallen forlorn bereft disconsolate woeful

Group 29: Rude, Crude & Ill-mannered 18

Words describing rudeness, crudeness, or bad manners

boorish churlish uncouth crass crude vulgar coarse base ignoble impertinent impudent insolent

brazen presumptuous unseemly indecorous improper inappropriate

Group 30: Harsh, Severe & Strict 16

Words describing harshness, severity, or strictness

austere stern stringent rigorous draconian harsh severe strict exacting demanding unforgiving ruthless

merciless relentless implacable inexorable

Group 31: Weak, Feeble & Frail 17

Words describing weakness, feebleness, or frailty



feeble frail fragile delicate weak enervate debilitate enfeeble emaciate attenuate diminish wane

decline deteriorate degenerate languish wither

Group 32: Mixed, Varied & Diverse 15

Words describing mixture, variety, or diversity

heterogeneous disparate diverse varied multifaceted eclectic miscellaneous assorted mixed composite

hodgepodge medley potpourri amalgamation conglomeration

Group 33: Uniform, Similar & Consistent 14

Words describing uniformity, similarity, or consistency

homogeneous uniform consistent analogous similar comparable parallel equivalent commensurate

proportionate tantamount synonymous interchangeable identical

Group 34: Boring, Dull & Monotonous 18

Words describing boredom, dullness, or monotony

banal mundane humdrum prosaic pedestrian commonplace hackneyed trite clichéd stale vapid insipid

bland tedious monotonous wearisome tiresome dreary

Group 35: Dangerous, Harmful & Destructive 19

Words describing danger, harm, or destructiveness

deleterious detrimental pernicious noxious toxic virulent malignant baneful harmful injurious destructive

ruinous calamitous catastrophic cataclysmic perilous hazardous precarious jeopardize

Group 36: Beneficial, Helpful & Advantageous 16

Words describing benefit, help, or advantage

salutary salubrious beneficial advantageous profitable lucrative constructive productive fruitful rewarding

useful valuable worthwhile conducive favorable auspicious

Group 37: Modest, Humble & Unassuming 15

Words describing modesty, humility, or unassuming nature

modest humble unassuming unpretentious self-effacing demure reticent retiring diffident timorous bashful

shy reserved understated subdued



Group 38: Loud, Noisy & Clamorous 14

Words describing loudness, noise, or clamorous sounds

clangor clamorous cacophonous raucous boisterous obstreperous vociferous strident shrill piercing

deafening thunderous resounding tumultuous

Group 39: Quiet, Silent & Reserved 12

Words describing quietness, silence, or reserved nature

taciturn reticent laconic terse succinct concise brief silent mute quiet reserved subdued

Group 40: Impulsive, Rash & Hasty 15

Words describing impulsiveness, rashness, or hastiness

impetuous impulsive precipitate precipitous rash hasty reckless foolhardy headstrong hotheaded

hot-tempered volatile explosive unpredictable erratic

Group 41: Clear, Obvious & Evident 17

Words describing clarity, obviousness, or evidence

pellucid lucid limpid transparent clear obvious evident manifest palpable tangible conspicuous patent

overt explicit unambiguous unmistakable indisputable

Group 42: Rural, Country & Simple 11

Words describing rural, country, or simple life

bucolic pastoral rustic rural agrarian provincial parochial insular narrow-minded unsophisticated simple

Group 43: Sophisticated, Refined & Cultured 13

Words describing sophistication, refinement, or culture

sophisticated urbane cosmopolitan worldly cultured refined polished elegant suave debonair connoisseur

aesthetic tasteful

Group 44: Beginner, New & Inexperienced 10

Words describing beginners or inexperienced people

neophyte novice tyro fledgling nascent embryonic incipient inchoate callow inexperienced



Group 45: Wandering, Traveling & Roaming 8

Words describing wandering, traveling, or roaming

itinerant peripatetic nomadic vagrant wandering roving rambling meandering

Group 46: Sharp, Cutting & Penetrating 14

Words describing sharpness, cutting quality, or penetration


